
 

 

 
      

Recommended Annuals:  
 
Snapdragons have large flower heads, are lightly fragrant and come in a wide array of 
bright colors, making them a great choice for cut flowers. A single snapdragon plant 
may produce seven or eight blossom spikes in the course of a summer. Snapdragons do 
well in full sun. 
 
Cosmos have delicate, lacy foliage and daisy-like flowers that are 2-3 inches across, in 
shades of magenta, pink, white and lavender, with tufted yellow centers. They prefer 
full sun and moderately rich soil. Cut newly opened blossoms for bouquets; put them 
immediately into cool water to keep flowers and lacy foliage from wilting. 
 
Zinnias, a member of the large Aster family of plants, make wonderful bedding plants 
and add a "wow" factor to your garden. They come in a wide variety of colors, and 
thrive in less-than-perfect soil conditions as long as they get at least six hours of full sun 
each day. Zinnias will bloom for many weeks, but do require dead-heading to increase 
the number of blooms and the life of the plant itself. 
  
Portulaca, also known as moss rose, has reddish, semi-succulent stems and bright green, 
thick, soft leaves. Growing to about 6" tall and spreading around 12", it has rose-like 
flowers are roughly an inch across and come in bright colors like rose pink, red, yellow, 
white, and orange. Blossoms open only during bright sunlight, closing at night and on 
cloudy days. Moss rose grows well in full sun and very well-drained, poor, sandy or 
gravelly soil making them perfect rock garden plants! 
  
Lobelia has delicate and dainty blooms of small purple, pink, white and blue flowers, 
making Lobelia an excellent choice for adorning the garden border, window boxes and 
hanging baskets. Lobelia likes the sun, but does not tolerate intense heat, so it will do 
best in part shade here in Central Oregon. 
  
Pansies, a colorful garden favorite, can survive light freezes and short periods of snow 
cover, making it a perfect choice for some early spring color here on the high desert, 
where freezing nighttime temps can wreak havoc on a garden! They do not, however, 
tolerate heat well, so when things warm up, be sure to get them to a partly shady area. 
  



 

 

Violas, also known as Johnny-Jump-Ups, come in colors ranging from violet, as their 
name suggests, through various shades of blue, yellow, white, and cream. Also, some 
are bicolored, often blue and yellow. A relative of the Pansy, Violas are also great early 
spring plants. Violas prefer cool, moist soil and partial shade or full sun and require 
very little maintenance once established in the garden. Johnny jump-ups can be cut back 
in midsummer as they may get scraggly, which encourages new growth and re-
blooming when cool temperatures return in the fall. 
  
Petunias are bright and lively, they bloom from spring until frost, and scent the air with 
lovely fragrance. Best of all, they're amazingly easy to grow, both in the garden and in 
containers. No wonder they are one of our most popular flowering annuals! They come 
in a huge array of colors, and love full sun! Petunias desire regular deadheading, which 
not only helps prolong blooming, but it also keeps plants looking fresh, healthy and 
well-groomed. 
 

 

Premium Annuals 
 

Wave Petunias are a hybrid cultivar of petunias and are among the first of the true 
trailing petunias that spread effectively as a ground cover. Waves spread quickly and 
with little care in full sun, making them excellent as border plants or even in large beds. 
They are also special in that they produce flowers all along the long, low stems, which 
makes for an impressive display of blooms (generally from mid- or late-spring until first 
frost).  
 
Supertunias, another petunia hybrid, are generally 6 to 10 inches high, but can trail up 
to 2 to 3 feet long making them great for window boxes and hanging baskets. 
  
Bacopa, sometimes called Water Hyssop, has long, trailing stems that fill with tiny, 
adorable, five-petal flowers. It's wonderful in hanging baskets, pots, planters, and 
window boxes. Unlike many plants, Bacopa doesn't tend to wilt when it gets dried out. 
Instead, it loses its flowers and may take two or three weeks to begin blooming again. 
Keep it evenly watered for continuous blooms. 
 
Calibrachoas, also called million bells, resemble tiny petunias and will grow and bloom 
at an amazing rate. It is perfect for containers or hanging baskets but also can be planted 
into the front of a border where it will spill out onto sidewalk or patio as long as you 
give it ample water and fertilizer, which it needs to fuel its astounding growth. 
 
Verbena will bloom in full sun from spring to fall with very little fuss. Flowers can be 
mauve, purple, white, pink, apricot or red. Popular in hanging baskets and window 
boxes, it also looks great in rock gardens or as an edging. For continued blooming, and a 
healthier, neater looking plant, deadhead as needed.  
 
Sweet Potato Vines come with bright lime green, or dramatic dark purple foliage. They 
are excellent trailing foliage plants that add an exotic touch to any hanging basket or 
planter all summer until the first frost. 



 

 

 
Creeping Charlie Vines, or "ground ivy" is a member of the mint family that thrives 
particularly in moist shady areas, although it will also take some sun. Its trailing habits 
make it a wonderful basket plant, but it is also a wonderful ground cover. While it is an 
annual here in Central Oregon, it has been known to survive some winters as a "soft 
perennial". 
 
Geraniums are one of the most reliable plants in the home garden and come in a variety 
of colors and types. You can pick them up in bloom in the late spring and they will add 
color to your garden until frost. They require cool temperatures at night (60 degrees and 
below) making them perfect for the high desert. Hot summer temperatures may cause 
flowering to cease until fall, when temperatures become favorable, unless plants are 
kept in a cooler, partially shaded area. 
 
 


